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Gompetit ive costs
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Polished panels are structurally independent not requiring any secondary backing structure. For flatwork
such as rectangular panels the cost premium over reconstructed stone is surprisingly small. This is without
taking into account the speed and construction simplicity of very large precast panels.

However, the real cost savings come into effect when architects develop complicated panel designs, curved
sectional pieces or columns. Curved panels can be particularly competit ive when compared to other designs.
Depending on the radii, automated polishing can be applied to curved surfaces resulting in economies for the
client.

Easy maintenance

The polishing process "seals" the face of the panel, helping to keep the panel clean over the years.
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IDesign flexibil i ty

The main advantage to polished precast is that it is a mouldable
product, almost l imitless in forming possibil i t ies,

- curved work and columns are much easier to produce in precast,
especially where there are a number of repetit ions of the same
form.

- circular columns are of special interest as they are polished
through an automated spinning process whereas previously they
were subject to hand polishing.

ln conjunction with the architect, Techrete develop their own mix 4
designs for natural, reconstructed stone, using hard aggregates
from specific quarries, certain coloured sands, and pigments, and
produce samples based on a great deal of experimentation. \
Consequently colours and textures tailored to the architect's
requirements can be produced. In all cases, aggregates suitable for
pol ishing must be used i .e.  mater ia ls capable of  holding a pol ish
when exposed to external environmental conditions. \

For instance, granite and quartz make ideal materials while soft
l imestones are not suitable.
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